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The tradition of archaeological investigation of open medieval settlements of agricultural nature from the end
of the early Middle Age, the top and the late Middle Age (Sth-15th cent.) in the territory of Slovakia counts
no more than 40 years. From the second half of the 1950’s onwards, thematically-aimed investigations of
open rural settlements have also been carried out. The archaeological investigation of the "archaeology of the
Middle Age" was aimed mostly at revealing rural feudal seats, churches and cemeteries. Only marginal atten-
tion was paid to dwellings and to the structure and disposition of villages. As examples we can mention the
investigations carried out in the lost medieval village of ZaluZany in the cadastre of NemeSany, the Spi§ re-
gion (Polla 1962) and Hurbanovo - Bohatd 1. in the south - western Slovakia (Habovstiak 1961). This
methodical attitude to field investigation still survives. The interest of archaeologists is aimed mostly at in-
vestigation of remnants left after architectonic solitaires or complexes. Among these belong the
investigations of the lost village of Miloj in the cadastre of SpiSsky HruSov (Polla 1966), Poltar (Hrubec
1971), Svinica near KoSice (Caplovi¢, D. 1978; 1981), Chlaba near Stirovo (Hanuliak 1989), Samorin -
Samot near Bratislava (Hanuliak 1982, 100-101) and Nitrianska Blatnica (Ruftkay, A. 1977). The investiga-
tion of agrarian settlements has often formed and still formes only a marginal component in thematic
investigation of primeval and early historical settlement. Such were the investigations carried out in the
cadastres of Hurbanovo I. - Abadomb (Caplovi, P. 1965), Chotin (Paulik - Rejholec 1958), Voderady -
Slovenska Nova Ves (Mindd 1980) and Komjatice (Toctk 1981). The exceptions in the recent period were the
investigation of an upland settlement - the lost village of Pavlany - Krigov in the Spi§ region (Caplovié, D. -
Javorsky 1990, 99-103) and that of a lowland settlement in Bajé, Komdrno dist. (Ruttkay, M. 1989; Cheben -
Ruttkay, M. 1995). For the present time the decisive information on the layout of medieval agrarian settle-
ments, on the nature of individual dwellings and outbuildings and the life of medieval farmer was brought by
the investigations of larger revealed areas situated in the cadastres of the following municipalities: Bajc,
Komérno dist. (Fig. 1), Chlaba, Nové Zamky dist., Pavlany - Krigov, Spi§skd Novi Ves dist. and partly also
in Svinica, KoSice - Surroundings dist.

As early as the period of the Great Moravian Empire, from the 9th century A.D., the settlements of
agrarian character were predominantly concentrated in low and flat areas near water courses or sources of
water, as well as on fertile soils. The concentration of settlements can be found not only in the proximity of
natural resources, but also near economical and administrative centres like Bratislava, Nitra, Stary Tekov, in
the regions of the central course of the river V4h, KoSice, Zemplin, Brekov and Michalovce, Finally, the
same can be found in some areas of the Central Spi§ and Sari¥ regions, situated further to the north.

During the 9th and 10th centuries it is possible to divide the agrarian settlements according to the nature
of their built-up areas to scattered (dispersed) and closed (compact). In the second case the settlements con-
sist of several farms situated in close proximity. The layout of the open settlements of this type was to a
considerable extent determined by the morphology of the terrain and by geographical and hydrological con-
ditions. At more developed settlement - not exclusively at that of an agrarian nature - it is possible to see the
regular disposition of dwellings in one row, e.g. in Bojnice - Dolné 14ny, Prievidza dist. (Bialekovd 1981).
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We mostly speak about so called aggregated settlements, where individual chronologically accordant dwell-
ings are placed irregularly, for example the settlements in Hnojné (Siska 1964) and Blatné Remety in eastern
Slovakia (Budinsky-Kricka unpublished) and Komjatice in the region of the Nitra river in western Slovakia
(Toctk 1981),

The dwellings were semi-underground houses of quadrangle layout, post structure and wattle circumfer-
ential walls filled with clay. The most typical was a double-slope roof based on two central supporting posts.
There probably also existed very simple dwellings whose creation and existence were determined by unsta-
ble hydrological situation, frequent drenching and floods, climatic conditions and by the early medieval
character of the agriculture. It is difficult to identify them in the soil horizons and in the original subsoil of
the early medieval level. In the regions of Slovakia situated further to the north and to the east there are ir-
regular layouts of "dug-in" dwellings known in one of the following municipalities: Spi¥skd Nova Ves,
Hrabusice - Spi¥ reg., Nemcovce - Sari¥ reg., Blatné Remety, Dvorianky and Trebi¥ov, Zemplin reg, These
probably do not represent the traces of dug-out dwellings or semi-underground houses but the remnants of
simple ground level dwellings where the traces of overground structural elements are no more discernible to-
day. This type of dwelling is typical by remnants of fireplaces and the above-mentioned irregular dug-out
part.

From Slovakia there are known mostly agrarian settlements of lowland character, especially from the pe-
tiod of incorporation of the territory into the Hungarian State and consolidation thereof during the 11th up to
the first half of the 13th century. Settlements of upland character in mountainous areas come mostly from the
period when the process of settlement in the regions situated further to the north came to its end, i.e. from the
second half of the 13th up to the 15th century. The development in a relatively longer time horizon is re-
corded from the 9th to the 11th century in Baj¢, from the end of the 11th to the first half of the 15th century
in Svinica and from the 9th to the 16th century with a replacement of settlement in Chlaba (Fig. 2). A.
Ruttkay worked out a cartographic picture of the layout of settlements from the times of the decline of the
Great Moravian Empire up to the half of the 13th century from historical and geographical points of view.
Since this period it is possible to follow the gradual transformation of settlement units into an upper form of
settlement- medieval town. A new relationship is being formed. The relationship of open settlements of
agrarian character in economic background to fortified sites or territorial and administrative centres is being
transformed into the relationship of these settlements to market towns and later to medieval towns and also
to castles and monasteries in the 13th-15th centuries. The number of settlements in this period increased
from about 2300 to approximately 3500-3800 units (Ruttkay, A. 1985). 1t is the period of division of settle-
ments, so called disintegration, with the above-mentioned replacement of settlement - completion of
settlement of higher, mountainous areas (Fig. 3).

Up to the 14th century, especially scattered forms of settlements are known. These consisted of groups
of houses situated in a larger area within the settlement’s arable land. Irregular free-standing groups or clus-
ter layout of dwellings throughout large areas respectively, were predominant (Svinica, Voderady -
Slovensk4 Nov4 Ves, Nitrianska Blatnica, Chlaba).

In southern Slovakia in the microregion of the municipalities of Bii¢, Komdmo dist. and Obid, Nové
Zamky dist. two types of agrarian settlements from the period of the 11th-14th centuries were discovered,
The first ones were scattered settlements - 9 small settlements from the 11th-12th centuries, lost in the 13th
century and the second ones were the settlements which had a church built on a dominant place for several
rural settlements (Kravany, Obid and MuZla). These were founded in the 12th-13th centuries. We follow the
process which naturally led to the extinction of the scattered settlements (Hanuliak - Kuzma 1983, 394-395),
In more mountainous areas situated further to the north, scattered settlements can be found as late as the
13th-14th centuries. A typical model of the development of rural settlement is shown in the microregion of
the cadastre of Dvorianky (Caplovié, D. 1989, 288). It consisted of a gradual replacement of settlement from
the 9th century to a new position in the 11th-12th centuries and with further replacement in the 13th century
into the lost medieval village of Kinde§, known from written records. At some settlements from the 11th-
12th centuries in the cadastre of Voderady - Slovenskd Nova Ves there is a tendency to form a leading front
of four or five houses.

Investigated rural setlements of later origin, dated back to the 13th-15th centuries, already show regular
forms of dwellings, for example the lost village of Krigov in the cadastre of Pavlany, the Spi§ region, where
remnants of one-row layout of houses along the road were discerned (Fig. 4).

Classical types of dwellings in the agrarian rural environment are semi-underground houses of regular
square layout with post or timber overground structure mostly dated back to the 10th-13th centuries, for ex-
ample Voderady - Slovenskd Novd Ves, Chotin, BeSefiov, Bohatd, Bielovce (Fusek 1986), SpiSskd Novi
Ves, Hrabusice (Caplovié, D. - Javorsky 1990, 78, 87-92), Sari¥ské Michalany (Siska - Hajnalovd 1983). The
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Fig, 1. Bajé. A medieval agrarian site.
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Fig. 2. Chlaba, A medieval site.

dug-out semi-underground houses of rectangular or irregular oval layout had ground level timber structure.
In northern regions of Slovakia as well as in eastern Slovakia these types of dwellings are used for the long-
est time (Pavlany - Krigov, Svinica). Another frequently used type of dwelling in the medieval rural
environment were ground level houses with stone underpinning (Nitrianska Blatnica, Pavlany - Krigov, and
Spissky HruSov - Miloj). Among exceptional objects belong the layouts of dwellings from the cadastre of
Samorin - Samot, dated back to the second half of the 14th-15th centuries (Hanuliak - Zdbojnik 1980, 193-
201). These were light ground level dwellings with conical roof of the tent type which allow us to presume
that they were seasonally inhabited even at the end of the top and at the beginning of the late Middle Age. In
the rural environment the one-roomed types of dwellings survived for the longest time. The oldest proof of
the articulation of the layout of dwellings can be seen in Nitrianska Blatnica. During the 12th century a small
room with a mill was added to the ground level timber building,

The transition from one-roomed to multi-roomed dwellings is most markedly visible during the 14th
century. From the end of the 13th century however, it is possible to see a new functional element - cellared
storage room in Chlaba (Fig. 2). The best information on the internal disposition and genesis of multi-
roomed ground level dwellings with timber structure comes to us from the lost village of Krigov from the
14th-15th centuries in the Spi§ region. Typologically there can be discerned a one-roomed, a two-roomed
and a multi-roomed house with a stone underpinning. In enclosed yards there were also outbuildings and
stone wells (Fig. 4).
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Many medieval agricultural settlements in Slovakia were deserted. The archaeological investigations
brought until now 107 lokalities with deserted villages (Fig. 5; Habovstiak 1994, 145). Many of them are
uknown in written sources, That is why the contribution of archaeology in the study of the desertion of habi-
tations is fundamental. But to gain the total picture of the course and extent of lost villages, it is necessary to
search both kinds of sources - archaeological and historical.

As to investigating the causes for the abandonment of villages, also the science of history can be deci-
sive. For Slovakia it means that especially economic-social factors must be taken into consideration
(disintegration and destruction of allodial farming in the 12th and 13th centuries), corrections and changes of
structure in the settlements and the concentration of people in the towns (13th-14th centuries), feudal strifes
and local wars (13th-17th centuries), unbearable oppression of the people by feudal lords, wars, like the inva-
sion of the Tartars and the wars with the Turks, natural calamities and cholera epidemics (Habovitiak 1994,
153).

During the 13th century heavy plough gradually became to be used more and more frequently, which is
proved by archaeological finds. The finds of furrows demonstrate the character of medieval fields. They are
known at the lost medieval village of Barc - in Tehla, Levice dist. (Habov§tiak 1974), Nitrianska Blatnica
(Ruttkay, A. 1977) and Krédlovce - Krniov, Zvolen dist. where the terrasse fields are known (Bdfora 1977).

Palacobotanical analyses of samples of grain, found at the excavations prove that out of cereals, wheat
(Triticum sativam), club wheat (Triticum compactum), six-row barley (Hordeum vulgare), two-row barley
(Hordeum distichon), tye (Secale cereale), oats (Avena sativa) and millet (Panicum miliaceum) were grown.
Hemp (Cannabis sativa), lentil and garden pea (Pisum sativum) were also found in Svinica (Hajnalovd
1987).

Agricultural products were stored under simple sheds or in storage holes so called granaries. In Spisskd
Novéd Ves the remnants of wooden planking and iron fittings of a granary roof door were preserved. Hand
mills are also frequently found. Different mill stones were kept, impact mills and hand mills were used,
Bread ovens were placed outside the dwellings (Svinica, Komjatice, Chlaba), They were also used for drying
fruit, fish and other foodstuffs.

At the discovery places from south-western Slovakia (from the 14th century) fruit-growing was docu-
mented (Hajnalovd 1987): apple (Malus domestica), peat, plum (Prunus domestica), peach (Persica
vulgaris), cherry, walnut (Juglans regia) and wine grape (Vitis vinifera).

Analyses of cinders from dwellings in Svinica document that for building overground parts of houses
and supporting structures deciduous trees were used: common hornbeam (Carpinus betulus), oak, maple and
beech (Fagus silvatica), while linden, common spruce (Picea abies), oak and wood of different coniferous
trees was used for heating. In the lost village of Krigov the palaeobotanical analyses of the filling from me-
dieval wells dated back to the end of the 14th century and to the 15th century reveal a wide assortment of
wood species and meadow and farm plants that were grown here in relatively extreme positions - in the ele-
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Fig. 3. Settlement of Slovak territory in the 10th - half of the 13th cent. Sites are evidenced by written or material sources. (Worked-out
after Ruttkay, A. - Zuk-Olszewski, T, B)
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vation of 930 meters (3051 ft) above sea level. They were mostly blackthorn or plum, apple or pear, wild
cherry (Prunus aviumy), elder (Sambucus nigra), blackberry (Rubus fruticosus) and raspberty (Rubus idaeus).
Of trees mostly birch, European silver fir (Abies alba) and elm were used. Among farm plauts carrot (Daucus
carota subsp, sativus), different kinds of grasses and also garlic and flax were identified (Hajnalovd 1987).

The last, but by no means least, important type of information provided by archaeological exavation is
the large number of different kinds of everyday use objects. These give us a much better understanding of the
life and culture of the inhabitants. Agricultural utensils and their various parts are found relatively rarely.
There are symmetrical or asymmetrical plougshares, coulters, the iron parts of harrows, iron edges of wooden
spades, hoes and sickle blades, There is some evidence of wine-growing in the form of special knives used
originally in harvesting grapes. Broken sherds of medieval pottery form the majority of the finds.

In areas of some medieval villages metallurgy was also practised. At the lokality Gemersky Sad -
Somkit, RoZiiava dist., at the place of deserted medieval village from the 11th-16th century two iron - melt-
ing workshops with relatively well preserved stack furnaces, dated in 11th-12th centuries, in which iron was
extracted directly from ore (Filryovd et al. 1991, 142-143) were discovered. The rests of similar workshops
were also uncovered in the area of agricultural settlement from the 9th-12th centuries in Komjatice-Blatné
(Toctk 1981).

Iron-slag and the remains of furnaces are found in most of medieval villages, indicating the site of a
smithy. The smith’s products are commonly found at every excavation in the area of medieval village, and
include hinges, locks, keys, structural or building ironwork etc,

The names of some villages suggest that they may have been engaged in some kind of special trade, the
main source of their prosperity being handicrafts rather than agriculture (Kucera 1974, 252).

The present results of this archaeological investigation were summarized in A, Habov§tiak’s monograph
(Habovstiak 1985) and study (Caplovié, D. et al. 1985). They represent the current state of our knowledge
which is being gradually widened by partial information provided by the studies on the structure of rural set-
tlement in the mezzoregions of Slovakia, medieval village house, economic background and the life of
medieval farmer. The period of early Middle Age (9th-11th cent.) in lowland environment will be presented
by publishing the results of the above-mentioned investigations in Baj& and on the lower course of the Zitava
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Fig. 4. Pavlany-Krigov. Groundplans of dwellings in a medieval village.
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Fig. 5. Archaeological sites of medieval rural settlement in Slovakia.

river, while the petiod of the top and the beginning of late Middle Age (14th-15th cent.) in upland (moun-
tainous) environment will be presented by publishing the results of the investigation in the lost medieval
village of Krigov in Spi§. From the point of view of the future field investigation, our attention should be
paid to those microregions, where it is possible to date at least the extinction of a medieval village with a his-
torically shorter period of existence, As an example we can mention the investigation that is being prepared
in the settlement on the central course of the Nitra river in Brané - Velkd Ves which ceased to exist forcibly
after fire during the 15th century (Ruttkay, M. et al. 1994).

Archaeological investigation has already started to document the settlement of open micro - mezzo -
macroregions, which must precede thematically-oriented field investigation, in this case the investigation
aimed at agrarian village. It requires an interdisciplinary method of investigation with maximum usage not
only of social sciences, but of natural and technical sciences as well. It is also important to observe the verti-
cal and horizontal structurization of studies of the history of medieval agriculture in the period from the 6th
up to the 15th-16th centuries.
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